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Yes students, I am well aware of that fact. But guess what? Sometimes people who are not English 

teachers or college English majors do indeed use writing in their everyday lives- even their careers! Take 

me, for example. In the past year I have written important memos to my administrators. I have 

contacted the district- through the written word- to try to persuade them to make an important 

decision for our school. I have used writing to create assignments and to communicate with students 

and parents. I could not do my job well if I did not utilize those good old ABCs. In my job and in my 

classroom I am not teaching writing, I am using writing as a tool for learning. 

My personal reflection on the “Writing for Content Learning” chapter of What Works in Writing 

Instruction has changed the way I view writing in my classroom. Yes, writing is a great “filler” 

assignment, or even a punishment for those students who need a little extra nudge toward good 

behavior (thought I make it a point to stay away from that), but I have found that it is important to focus 

on writing as a tool for learning. I teach geography- and yes, writing forces us to go beyond coloring and 

labeling maps- which is a good thing! 

Now I realize that there are many reasons not to use writing in your classroom, but here’s the thing that 

I think might change your mind, if you’re doubting my wisdom here. Writing in content areas that are 

not English does not have to be formal, it does not have to take a long time, and guess what? It doesn’t 

even have to be graded! Heck- I’m not an English teacher, I can make my own rules. I feel like the 

common response to the question “Why not write in the classroom?” is “Writing takes up too much 

time,” or “I don’t know how to teach them how to write.” The nice thing about not being an English 

teacher is that you don’t necessarily have to worry about that.  

Okay, so I convinced you (woohoo!). Now what to write? The important point made by Professor Dean is 

that we shouldn’t just write to write. We should write to learn! The nice thing about this is that there 

are many options out there. Try a creative writing assignment using content knowledge. How about a 

double entry journal asking students to make text to self connections? Even having students put 

concepts in their own words helps them to learn. Each of these three suggestions promotes student 

thinking beyond the facts on the page. It forces them to organize the information in their minds and find 

ways to expound on their previous knowledge. Writing to learn also helps students (and teachers) to see 

what it is they are not quite understanding and what more there is to learn. 

In conclusion (though I don’t have to have one- I make my own rules, remember?), I’ll say that using 

writing to learn will help your students in more than one area of their lives. If, as a teacher, you have a 

positive attitude about writing and come up with ways to not only have them write, but help them to 

realize that it’s an important (and dare I say enjoyable?) part of your content area, students will grow by 

leaps and bounds while in your classroom. 

 


